
3 p.m. Her7 Royal Highness Princess Beatrice, 
Patroness of tlie Association, was present. 

The Right Hon. The Viscount Gladstone 
presided. He reminded the audience that they 
were there to inaugurate a new period of activity 
zfter the war, which had for five years greatly 
hindered progress. In referring to  South Afiica 
and his own personal experience, he stated that 
the advantages of trained nursing were being 
more and more brought home to the Dutch popu- 
lation. The King Edward Order of Nurses had 
held its own, but it had not been able, during 
these non-progressive years, to add to  its num- 
bers. He hoped that with new energies imported 
into the Association, it would be widely expanded 
for the benefit of the Community. 

In moving the adoption of the Report, Lieut.- 
Col. Amery, M.P., Under Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, won very significant applause 
when he said ‘‘ never have we better realised 
that all problems resolve themselves into pro- 
blems of health. We have established a Ministry 
of Health,” he coiltinned, and no form of waste 
is worse, he considered, than waste of health ; we 
have got to  realise’that a standard of health is 
a paramoiint duty we owe to  the men who build 
up our Empire, Some mention of the health 
of the mothers of Empire builders would, we 
thinb:, have given added force to  his remarks. 
More Nurses, niidwives and women generally 
are needed in the Dominion of Canada. The 
speaker said he had heard that the returning 
soldiers were taking over 50,000 wives! The 
implication being, that where there was a great 
increase in the population, there must, of necessity, 
follow a demand for more Nurses. 

A very excellent suggestion. was made by Sir 
’\\’alter Egerton, who seconded the adoption of 
the Report, namely, that each Government should 
give a small regular contribution towards the 
support of the Association. 

In aroposing the election of the Council and 
Hon. Officers, the Hon. Gideon Munay, with 
laudable insight and sympathy, informed the 
audience that during the eight years tha t  he 
had been Administrator in some of the West 
Indian Islands, he had had the opportunity of 
personally experiencing the excellent work dope 
by the Nurses, but he was horrified to  find how 
very inadequate were their salaiies ; be instanced 
the cases of two Matrons, doing very onerous 
and responsible work, whose salaries were Q30 
and &50, and upon that they had to  keep them-, 
selves, He added that it wodd be an act of 
reason and justice that their salaries should be 
increased, a s  it was impossible to  live upon them, 
and the anxiety of i t  was like a millstone about 
their necks. Then turning to  the Under Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies, be begged him to 
use his iniluence in the matter, which the latter 
promised to  do. 

After a very cordial vote of thanks had been 
proposed and carried t o  Her Royal Highness, 
for her continued interest in the Association, and 
for her presence on that occasion, the meeting 
terminated. B. I<. 

’ 

THE NURSES’ REGISTRATION BILL. 
WRECKING POLICY OF THE COLLEGE OF 

There was a .great demand for seats in both 
the Members’ and theladies’ Galleries of the Honse 
of Commons on June .27th, when the Nurses’ 
Registration Bill was down for the Report Stage. 
Unfortunately the third Reading of the Dogs’ 
Protection Bill had been carried over from before 
the Recess, and, therefore, the Nurses’ Bill was 
not, as had been hoped, the first Ortler of the 
Day. 

After the Government had given tlie Dogs’ Bill 
its coztp de gyace the Nurses’ Registration Bill, 
as amended in Standing Committee, was brought 
forward, and there was ample time to accept the 
adoption of the Report and to  commit the Bill 
for a third reading, but tlie avowed policy of the 
Council of the College of Nursing, Ltd., to wreck 
the Bill was organised in the following manqer. 

Flaving failed in Committee to substitute the 
Constitution of the Nursing Council in its own Bill, 
for that in the Central Committee‘s Bill, the Coun- 
cil issued a’ very mendacious statement to Nurse 
members, in which the following policy t o  wreck 
the Bill was advocated :-- 

(‘ What the Council wants you to do without delay 
i s  to write to any M.P. you know, or to the M.P. for the 
the place in which you reside, and have or Vight have 
B vote, and to beg him earnestly not to sunoort the Bill. . . 
The niatter is very pressing.” 

Lieut.-Col. Raw, C.M.G., who was in charge 
of the College amendments, was “ discharged ” 
by the Council, and Mr. Leonarcl Lyle, Chair- 
man of Queen Mary’s Hospital, Stratford, was 
entrusted with the wrecking policy decided 
upon. Associated with Mr. Lyle were four mem- 
bers of Divisions of Manchester-the Committee, 
and officials of the Royal Infirsary of that City, 
including the Matron Miss Sparshott, having 
opposed State Registration of Trained Nurses 
with peculiar and determined animus for years 
past. These four members, Lieut.-Commander 
Astbury (Salford W.), Major G. B. Hurst (MOSS- 
Side), Major J. Hall (Hulnie), and Mr. A. 
Hailmood [Ardwick); . adopted the simple 
wrecking policy of flooding the Orders of 
the Day with amendments, to  which one and 
all could talk: at length, so that it would have 
taken any number of hours they chose to adopt 
the Report. As a consequence of these contemp- 
tible tactics, there was no opportunity of going 
to a Division as to the adoption of the Standing 
Committee’s Report, and, therefore, of the third 
reading being taken on Friday, July 4th, the 
only day remaining this Session on which Private 
Members’ Rills could be considered. This the 
College of Nursing, Ltd., knew perfectly well, 
but in their most evil jealousy of the Central 
Committee, the Members of which have worked 
in season and out of season ior the State Regis- 
tration of Nurses, and paid for the education 
of the Country on this great national reform, 
they were determined to  prevent at all costs 

NURSING, LIMITED. 
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